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the 3rd of the month Captain Vahsel stated that he dare not remain
any longer. The two men still ashore were with some difficulty
embarked next day, and the ship's departure was hampered by the
thickening of the ice. By the 6th she was securely frozen in and
hopes of a return to open water conditions grew ever fainter. On
March ijth Filchner wrote: "Our fate is sealed." The floes
again broke up and began to drift out of the bay, taking with them
the Deutschland firmly embedded in the pack.
There now began a steady nine-months' drift through the polar
night, in which the Deutscbland, more fortunate than the Endurance
three years later, escaped the effects of ice pressure, and being ulti-
mately set free was able to set a course for civilization. The record
of this drift forms a striking contrast to the experiences of the
Belgica, on which the sufferings were considerable. Music, cards
and other games helped to keep up the spirits of the men, and good
food and exercise maintained their health. There were seals and
penguins to be hunted, for a good supply of these meant the
invaluable addition of fresh meat to the menu. The floe was well
explored, and a convenient spot discovered for winter sports.
When the winter night came on, electric light was installed through-
out the ship. The ponies and dogs were housed in stables and
kennels on the ice. Most of them, thanks to the care with which
they were tended, survived the whole expedition. Later they were
allowed their freedom and became not only tame, but also firm
friends of each other.
The greatest achievement of the drifting in the ice was the
sledge journey in search of MorrelTs land or New South Green-
land. The American Captain Morrell had reported the discovery
of land, in 1823, about 40 miles west of the point now reached by
the Dmtschland. Weddell and Ross, the former from a consider-
able distance, subsequently thought that they could confirm this,
but a degree of scepticism had always been associated with it.
Filchner on this expedition determined to seize the opportunity of
settling the question and he succeeded in definitely showing that
New South Greenland does not exist in the position assigned by
Morrell. It was a dangerous task to undertake a sledge journey
in the middle of the polar winter, over the drifting floes, with no
certain knowledge of where the ship was moving during the period
of absence, yet it was efficiently done.
The party, consisting of Dr. Filchner, Dr. Konig as pioneer
and Captain Kling as navigator, set off on June 23rd, 1912. They